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evidence at all about the fact that during the best season of the year heavy guns had been carried to and mounted in Almeida many years before, would have been of the smallest value. Whether the heavy travelling carriages which carried the fortress guns had been broken to pieces or not by the movement, the guns themselves would have been safely lifted into their positions by cranes and tackle, and would have been none the worse; but on the very same roads field artillery might have been rendered utterly inefficient for campaigning by the knocking about which their carriages would receive.
No General who relied on any one of the indications on which Mr. Oman would have had Moore depend could have been safely trusted with the command of an army. Of the campaign of Loison, seeing that it had taken place before the British army had entered Portugal, only the vaguest gossip could have reached Moore. He had himself seen the condition to which much of the French artillery was reduced by their campaigning in Portugal. He could have no means of knowing that such artillery as Loison took with him had not been among that which had been so destroyed. He had to deal with the army in the positions in which he found it. Hope with the artillery and cavalry were already in the Alemtejo, that is, on the east side of the Tagus, so that in the original scheme when he supposed that the road by Alcantara would be possible for them, the natural move for them was that by Elvas; and they were already well committed to it when Hope first reported to him that the Alcantara road was not possible, and recommended the Madrid road. To bring them back, and to make them travel by the road which Moore
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